MHHS Newsletter Fall 2008

Dates of Interest

September 20

By Margaret Hood Barach

Visit the Country Doctor©s Mu-
seum exhibit, "When Whiskey Thanks to June Hood for

Was A Medicine". Learn wh

Y sharing the Sun Trust

Miss Lydia Pinkham®©s Vegel Bank offer with us. We
ble Compound for "Tired, Net have a few $100 checks

ous Mothers" made her one

the most popular and succes:

ful business women in histo

Also on display in the Countn

Doctor©s Museum, "Leeche
Modern Medicine". See live
medicinal leeches and learn
why they have been unique
treatments in medicine for
thousands of years.

Admission free in Septembe

September 20
aDiscover Mint Hill°

Activities throughout Mint |

www.discoverminthill.com

September 26, 27, 28
aMint Hill Madness®blook
the MHHS at the park
November 7 & 8
aSalute To Veterans®

November 18
Annual Meeting

December 12 & 13
aChristmas Tea®
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CRCCfilms in village 2

N
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Rotary Foject

Boy Souts

Sintrust Extends

00 N O b

Membership

Cultu

Carriving. Just one mass

"mailing can cost $150 in

&stamps, so if you have

nan email address, please

slet us email you our
newsletter.

The Board of Trustees
meeting on September
16 promises to catch us
up on current events.

=

The Arts and Science
Council is reaching out
to the towns and Mint
Hill is included. Come
see us September 20 —
“Discover Mint Hill”!l

==

—h

A new committee struc-
ture is in the works so
there will be a niche for
every sort of volunteer.
One of the slots will be
for rotation of the dis-
plays around the village.
Come to the office to see
the “Back to School” dis-
play before Archives Cu-
rator, Kathy McKeever,
puts it back in the box.
Bain High School diplo-
mas, yearbooks, school
books and teachers’

Mint Hill Meanderings

notes are there for all to
see.

School has started. Will
school be let out for a
week for cotton picking
in September? How
many first graders will
be bringing spit cans
this year for their snuff?
Does a head scarf mean
a problem with hair loss
or lice? Are there
enough rocks on the
school grounds for the
principal to keep trou-
blesome boys busy at
picking them up? Will
girls ever get the oppor-
tunity to wash the
chalkboards or beat the
erasers? Will Miss Jane
forget to check every-
body for hand washing
before lunch? Will we
have corn bread and col-
lards again?

Usually in February we
have Saturday morning
classes to inform volun-
teers about our pro-
grams. Newcomers can
join to find out who's
who and why and what's
happening as well as
what happened in the

Costumed Docents in Museums

Turn to page 2

past. Brooks Davis, for
instance, was reported in
Feb ‘07 as providing tick-
ets for Billy Kiser to sell
for Arena Racing to bene-
fit the Museum. So who
is Brooks Davis and what
is Arena Racing? Who
knows about ornamental
iron? What small vehicles
can attract the attention
of fans? Where can Billy

Kiser be found? At the
Farmers Market Jean
Davis, bride of Brooks,

sold autographed copies of
her book, Keep On Keep-
ing On. Proceeds went to
the Mint Hill Historical
Society. Thank you to the
Davis family.

continued

! '. Thank YowBuntrust Bank donated $500 to the Mint Hill Historical
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Mint Hill Meanderings
continued

Independence High School
Students Volunteer

Our space may be small but it is kept
clean and active. Several organizations
gather here and some have moved on to
other facilities for their own meetings and
events.

An example is the GPAA * Gold Prospec-
tors Association of America. For informa-
tion on their meeting times and places,
call Phyllis Coleman, Outing Coordinator,
GPAA * Matthews at 704-598-3644.
George McDonald is our 2go-to guy® for
news on gold.

John Nix is our @Farmer John® with Gar
Hartmann for outdoor grounds and plant
care. | thought of John when watching a
re-enactor portray the famous 18 t century
French botanist, Andre Michaux, who
came through our county four times. The
program was presented to the Mecklen-
burg Historical Association and we would
be fortunate to have it presented at a Gen-
eral Meeting in the future.

Merrie Tarillion and Rachael Golinski volunteer in the mu-
seums at the Carl J. McEwen Historic Village. On Satur -
Do you like to hostess parties or cook days when most high school students are sleeping, Rachael
and Merrie don their costumes and smiles to welcome visi-

Lynnette Pritchard heads the hospitali .
tors in the museums.

committee for luncheons and tea parti . . . .
Both girls are in the Academy of International Studies pro-

Always an elegant affair when she anf gram at Independence High School. Students are required

June Hood are in the kitchen! to log 120 hours of community service for graduation.

Call 704-545-4928

John Black lined up the volunteers who helped at the Farmer s
Market all summer long. Thanks John!

.& Vion cars sk 4 W car bl Thanks to Home Depot on Albemarle Road for their s  teadfast support of the projects at
;F\j the Mint Hill Historical Society. Their most recent donation was paint for the pumphouse.

CPCC Films in Village

“Trail of History,” a series of
documentaries, is hosted by
CPCC History Instructor, Gary
Ritter. The series focuses on
the people and places that
make Mecklenburg County
great. In July, board member
George McDonald assisted
Ritter in telling the story of gold
mining in Mecklenburg County.

Part of the documentary was
shot at the Carl J. McEwen His-
toric Village in front of the Sur-
face Hill Gold Assay Office on
the site. The documentary be-
gan airing on September 7 on
Time Warner’'s Cable Channel
17 and will be repeated
throughout the month.
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Bees? —Who you going to call?

With thoughts of CCD, Colony Col-
lapse Disorder, among the honey-
bees and Asian farmers having to
pollinate pear trees with a feather

on a stick, the Mint Hill Historical

Society has some members studying
to become beekeepers
and save the planet.
Thank goodness for
Sue McDonald and
her telephone list. In

May my neighbors
had a bee emergency f&
so | called Sue. She [
provided the number [
for Richard Flanagan,
President of the Bee- [
keepers  Association,
who led me to Charles

brief bee school for several of us.
Richard had warned that

asometimes bees just leave®. And
sure enough, by the time Charles

got his stuff together (about an

hour), the bees had moved on with

just a few strag-
glers saying,
aWhere'd everybody
go?° Charles has a
photo album of his
bee escapades.

That would be an
interesting  pro-
§| gram someday. He
also has learned to
fimake  his  own
;;nﬂr' equipment,  thus

RESEARCH COMMITTEE
Barb  McLaughlin,

el A g

Y . | her sister Debbie
i | .j,'- - | Biggs, Jane Rearick

'y . |and Kathy
1:" Bk | McKeever have
t-‘ | formed a committee

"‘ to determine appro-
3 priateness of the
artifacts in the mu-
seums. The commit-
tee also researches
the history of arti-
i facts to pass along
H to docents in the
museums.
The Piso Company distributed this
cough medicine with instructions to
take 1 teaspoon every hour for six
hours. Ingredients: Chloroform and
ipecac. One knocks you outbone

El

i o Do TR

saving time and
money.

makes you vomit. | guess that

Stewart on my side of /
would do the trick!

town. This led to a *

Volunteers .... The Heart of the Mint Hill Histoat Society

The Society has wanted to purchase software used to track artifacts and many aspects of a small museum.
R -1 The software is very comprehensive and requires a large commitment of time. Volunteer Bob Malsich
gt~ | made the commitment and has the program in operation. Bob, who is a wise computer “geek’ (a name we
2 '- call him with the highest regard) also has networked the computers and continues to solve the daily com-
i ol puter glitches. Bob’s wife Ann volunteers as a costumed docent! . . .

-

‘ Cindy Simon, a new Mint Hill resident, finds plenty of volunteer work to do at the office. She attended
- orientation, organized files, and helped prepare the site for the Johnston wedding reception (more on that
— Jater). We soon found out Cindy likes efficiency and was impressed with the components of the museum
software that Bob installed. That’s where you can find her these days, in the software program, finding new ways to streamline
our tasks . . . Sharon Heath and Cindy Simon attended a basic skills grant writing workshop. If you know of grant opportunities
for the society please notify the office . . .

Window boxes, potted plants, the two planters at the front door and the ore cart beside the highway were
designed by Judy Morris Stanley of TLC (Tender Loving Care). .

The ‘honey-do’ list is getting shorter thanks to volunteer John McLean who has repaired windows, mowed the lawn, fixed locks
and latches, and a dozen other odd jobs. John retired from his job and found extra time on his hands. Glad he found us! . . .

Bob Bryant—we declare you King of Barbecue!! Thanks for making great barbecue and supporting the Historical Society’s vi-
sion to preserve history. Barbara Lowe, Farmers Market manager, you are the Queen!! Thanks to both of you!

George Ritter at The UPS Store in Mint Hill provided the intelligence for the new look of this newsletter—and did so with a
great deal of patience! Thank you! If you need printing services from someone who cares about the finished job— see George!

We can’t thank volunteers without mentioning Gar and Rita Hartmann who are involved in every activity at the society. Rita has
been making costumes for docents, cleaning museums, setting up displays, working at the Farmers Market as a docent and fid-
dler—and the list is endless! Gar too, has many talents, most involve landscaping and maintenance, but he also wears costumes
and gives tours! . . .

If you see Rita and Gar or any other volunteer, please thank them for their devotion to the Mint Hill Historical Society and the
Carl J. McEwen Historic Village.

The paper mailing of this newsletter is generously provided by James and Judy McWhirter of McWhirter Grading Company.
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AaSalute To Veterans® November 7th and 8th

Friday the 7" is a program for school children. Re-
enactors will be around the village talking with students
about the Buffalo Soldier, Civil War camp life and the role
of the black man in the war. A re-enactor will portray
General Lee, the civil war shoe cobbler will show how he
kept shoes on the soldier’s feet, the civil war recruiter will
be happy to sign you up for a year of service and much
more. Also, displays of military memorabilia will be on
display in the Administrative Building. These same ac-
tivities, along with flag retirements conducted by Boy
Scout Troop 144, will take place on Saturday.

If you have military memorabilia that you are willing to
share for the displays, please call Lewis West at 704-545-
7236 or call the office at 704-573-0726.

Want to help with this event? Call the office.

Thanks to Lewis West and Sharon Heath who are coordi-
nating the “Salute To Veterans” this year.

in the Ashcraft Schoo
house, December 12 g
13. Music, charm and wondert
goodies fill the room with holig
cheer. Reservations are alrg
being made for this yes
Invite your Sunday School cl
Redhat Club, or group of spe
friends to this delightful holidg

event. *

Call Lynnette Pritchard at 70
545-4928 for reservations.

Donations of baking ingredients or dollars would help with the
success of this event. Call Lynnette for a list of needs.

Butterfly Amaryllis On Sale

Thanks to Ralph Killough for sharing
his rare Butterfly Amaryllis plants,
John Nix is selling them at the Farm-
ers Market—and they are beautiful!
Ralph also donated some of his won-
derful irises. Thanks for sharing!
Proceeds will be used to support our
ever growing village.

Speaking of flowers—-

Thanks to June Hood, Lynnette
Pritchard and June Baucom for grac-
ing our buildings with flowers from
their gardens. You brighten our day!

Have you noticed the new sign
in front of the doctor's build-
ing? Thanks to Mike Cooper
who built, painted and hung
the new sign, and to Odie Wil-
son of Grafix Systems, Inc . of
Indian Trail for the profes-
sional lettering.
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY SALUTES
BOY SCOUT TROOP 144
AT BLAIR ROAD METHODIST

Troop leaders from Troop 144 at Blair Road UMC are doing a fine job of grooming responsible
young men who are helping their community. Within the last year, Allen Palmer installed a brick
patio at the rear of the administrative office, his brother Brian built a handicap access ramp in front
of the office. Presently, scout Troy Kling is making repairs and painting the pump house, in addi-
tion to constructing a shelter over the vintage pump at the rear of the building. Huge thanks to these

young men for their commitment.

August 2007, steaming hot days, but
Allen Palmer kept the brick patio
project going.

Brian Palmer's support group made
working on Memorial Day a fun ex-
perience for everyone.

Troy Kling at the top of the ladder
nailing the support beams with
MHHS advisor R. Heath looking on.

Preservation Awards

John Black is the designated collector of
stories and photos of structures in the Mint
Hill community. If you catch him at the
Farmers’ Market, he might show you his
book under construction. Awards are made
as needed and not necessarily each year.
John sent this report:

First Award— Flow-Lee-Curlee Home
This home was originally located on Mat-
thews-Mint Hill Road beside McEwen’s
Funeral Home. It was built around 1900
and in 1991 was moved to 4122 Hoodridge
Road by Kathy Curlee.

Second Award— Long Home

The Dave and Betty Long Home is located
at 6625 Long Road off Allen-Black Road. It
was built by Zeke’s great-grandfather,
Robert, in 1868.

Third Award - Kerr-Hinson-Houston Home
Built in 1786 by Colonel David Kerr, a vet-
eran of the Revolutionary War, this is one of
the oldest houses in Mecklenburg County
still used as a residence at 8916 Arlington
Church Road.

Annual Meeting

For Sale

The Fourth Preservation Award will be
presented at the Annual meeting on No-
vember 18 at 7pm. It goes to Joseph and
Frances Scrofani who live on Well Road.

Come to the Annual Meeting at the His-
torical Society and hear all about the
home and its significance in history.

Interested in old homes? Join John Black,
June Baucom, Amelia Ford, and Judy
McRorie on the Preservation Awards
Committee.

Flow - Lee - Curlee home before move

KONICA small business
copy machine.

Model: Colorforce 8050
2 years old

Call the office
704-573-0726

Wanted

The grounds crew of the Mint Hill
Historical Society is asking for
special donations.

Crow bars (small, medium and
large) and pry bar.

A chain saw will make many jobs
go faster. A long handled ax
would help finish a number of
projects.

Call the office if you can help.
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It won't be long before we can board up the
two-holer behind the school house!
Restrooms near completion
The sign in front of the building says 2Another
Rotary Community Project® by the Mint Hill
Rotary Club. The ladders and saw horses mean
progress continues. Thanks to Mint Hill Rotary
Presidents, Alvin Lewis and Tanya Nix, and
club members for choosing the Historical Soci-
ety for this much needed project. Outdoor rest-
rooms allow the society to hold larger events
and meet the needs of school children who visit
in big groups. Please thank outstanding Rotary
members, Bob Rowland of Turnkey Financial
and David Reed of Grace Realty and other
volunteers who have worked faithfully
to complete the job.

www.minthillhistory.com

Check us out on the web!
Thanks to Donna Boyce for
connecting the society with
programmer, David DiPrima

of WEBsimple.biz

Huge thanks to Mr. DiPrima
who custom built the website
for the society.

The site will continue to
grow, so keep checking back
to see what's new.
David's company builds cus-
tom websites for businesses
of all sizes. Looking for help
building your own site to pro-
mote your business?
Check out his site at
www.websimple.biz

Clean Up Day

A grateful Sue McDonald
acknowledges June Hood
for the planning and physi-
cal labor in preparing the
grounds for the Johnston
wedding reception: “Every
pine straw was placed with
perfection in mind. And wi
that - a mention of the many
many people who helped get
ready for the event. I’ m npt
sure | even knew who did all
the chores and | won't begjin
to name names for fear [of
leaving someone out. Their
contribution was huge!!”

Tony Aldridge

retired from the police department in the
spring. He noticed something going on in the back yard oft he
Historical Society and stopped in to see if he could help
perienced woodworker with a background in historical build-
ingsbwhy, yes!! - we think we can find something for you
Restroomsbcabinets falling off the wallbrotting thresholds b
plenty of help needed. Thanks for stopping by Tony!

. An ex-

to do!

Farmers Market nears end of another successful season
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Wedding Reception in Village

Jessica and Matt Corrigan
were married at Philadelphia
Presbyterian Church on June
6, 2008. Their wedding recep-
tion was held in the Carl J.
McEwen Historic Village!
The village grounds were
beautiful with flowers, deco-
rations and party tables. The
museums were open for wed-
ding guests with MHHS do-

cents providing tours.

The Mint Hill Historical Soci-
ety hopes this reception is the

start of many outdoors par-
ties, receptions and events.

photography by Kristyn of
Tommy McCart Photography

THIS N THAT

Watch for a new magazine to hit
the shelves. John Black has been
coordinating efforts with Cole
House Publishing for the new
“Welcome To Mint Hill” maga-
zine with some of the vintage
homes in Mint Hill as a feature.

Thanks to the Mint Hill Times
for sharing our vision. . . Thank
you to Dr. Christopher K. Hood
for his donation of a 30" exten-
sion ladder. Bob Rowland
gladly picked it up so now Bob’s
own ladder can stay home for a
while. . . Thank you to Charlotte
Swim Academy for coming on-
board as a new corporate spon-
sor.

PENNY'S POSSE

Sue reminded us to be thankful
for “Penny’s Posse” which you
may join by telling Billy Kiser at
Penny’s Place that you are avail-
able: “The day after the storm
night of June 11, 'Penny's Pog
came to rescue the Historical S
ciety. The Farmers Market tern
were all over the place. Don W
son and Billy Kiser emptie
Penny's and they all came do
to set things right! | didn't kno
they were there or | would ha
pictures.  Thg
tents would stilp.
be sitting in

heap were it n
for them!!”

Penny's Place
c. 1960

PAGE 7

With Sympathy

Recent losses to our ex
Mint Hill family
Mother of Bob Rowla
George Jimmie Pourlos;
Avery Eudy Phillips; Ralp

(
W
V]
ME

topher Mark Jamison;

-Plaxco Patrick; Billy Joe
dle; Rose Robinson Sti
Brian Christopher
Flonnie Montgomery Orr; (

| Aileen Mitchell Jensen; Jg
Leo Krenz; Willilam Ar
Campbell, Sr.; Mary Cog
Ledbetter; Robert Lee W0
Jr.; and J. Mason Wallac
Our sincere sympathy t¢
families.

includg

DC
|

I
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HELP RAISE MONEY
for Development
The Promotion continues . . . .
TO HAVE $100 donated in you name:

Step 1. Open a free Suntrust Personal or Business
Checking Account NOW .
Step 2. Accept, activate and make a purchase with
your Suntrust Visa Check Card

when you get it (7-10 days).
Step 3. Call 1-866-266-2802 after making purchase
to name the Mint Hill Historical Society the
recipient of $100 donation in your name.

The payout for future participants will be made
in the third phase of the promotion.
All 3 steps must be completed .
MAKE IT HAPPEN!
List your name for $100 donation

Membership form—clip and mail

Name

Street

City State Zip

Telephone(s)

E-mail

Level of Renewal or Membership:
Individual (1 year) $15.00__ Family (1 year) $2 5.00
Life (one individual) $200.00__
Mail tax deductible check to: Mint Hill Historical Soci
P.O. Box 23203
Mi nt Hill, NC 28227-0272

ety

Mint Hill Historical Society 2008 Board of Trustees and Offices

MARGARETBARACH—SECRETARY
DouG DUNCAN
RON HEATH-VICE PRESIDENT

BiLLY KISER

SAM McGEE

NANCY NORELLI

BoB ROWLAND-VICE PRESIDENT
SHIRLEY WESTSECRETARY

Mint Hill Historical Society
PO Box 23203
Mint Hill, NC 28227

jf-\-l ) .:'i" “ONVE Ig,.
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G September 20

September 26, 27 & 28

STAN DAVIS

BckyY GRIFFIN—EXEC. DIR.
UNE HoOD

GORGE MCDONALD

JOHN Nix

iINA ROSs

IEwis WEST

JAMES BLACK, SR.
DM FLOWE
JERRYHELMS
BBBY LONG
DY MCWHIRTER TREAS
Vc ORR
MARTHA STROHM
DON WILSON—PRESIDENT
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